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The freedom worth dying for
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SUMMARY

The speaker expresses concern about the precarious state of global free speech, highlighting Elon Musk's influence on
the  platform  X  (formerly  Twitter)  and  the  resulting  increase  in  diverse,  particularly  right-wing,  content.  They
emphasize  the  importance  of  free  speech  in  their  life  and  the  historical  tendency  of  humans  to  silence  others,
reflecting on the rarity of the current moment of open expression.

• Free speech is perceived as being in a fragile state worldwide, with Elon Musk playing a pivotal role.
• The changes on X have led to a significant increase in the visibility of right-wing content.
• The speaker is surprised by the volume of previously hidden right-wing discourse.
• They express a deep personal commitment to free speech, stating they would fight for it.
• The instinct to silence others is a longstanding human behavior.
• The speaker reflects on the historical rarity of such a high level of free speech, particularly in the last 250 years.
• Gratitude is expressed towards the founders of free speech principles, particularly the First Amendment.

I think free speech is hanging by a thread globally and that thread is Elon Musk. What's happening on X right
now the in the change of consciousness and the way that he's changed the algorithms um you know to allow for
you know much more diversity and let's be honest a lot more right-wing content than anybody had even been
aware  existed.  I  mean  I  wasn't  even  aware  that  this  quantity  of  right-wing  content  was  possible.  Part  of  me
wonders how long it'll last. Like I just kind of go it's such an extremely unusual moment to have this level of of
free speech on a platform. We've never seen anything like it. Free speech is like the only issue well I should say
it's the only issue I work on that I would die for. I don't want to live if I can't use my voice to express my feelings.
I don't want my kids to have to live in that world. There's just some instinct in a lot of people to want to make
other people be be silent. It's something very deep in people to shut people up. It's how humans have actually
behaved  for  most  of  our  history  is  by  silencing  certain  groups  of  people.  It's  such  a  rare  I  get  kind  of  misty
thinking about because it's just this little very rare tiny period of time like last 250 years where free speech at
this seriously radical level has existed in really only one place in the world. So for me it's like I feel such gratitude
towards the founders who had this vision of free of the first amendment of free speech.
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