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SUMMARY

The  discussion  highlights  the  complexities  surrounding  the  choice  between  cochlear  implants  and  American  Sign
Language  (ASL)  for  deaf  children.  The  speaker  emphasizes  the  importance  of  ASL  as  a  native  language  and
advocates  for  the  right  of  deaf  individuals  to  choose  their  identity  without  feeling  pressured  to  conform to  hearing
norms.

• ASL is portrayed as a vital part of identity for deaf individuals, offering a sense of community and belonging.
• Cochlear implants are not a one-size-fits-all solution; their effectiveness varies based on individual hearing loss

levels.
• The speaker argues that deaf individuals are not "broken" and do not need to be "fixed" through technology.
• There are significant risks and potential complications associated with cochlear implant surgery, including the

loss of residual hearing and physical side effects.
• The financial  and emotional costs  of  cochlear implants can be substantial,  while ASL is  accessible and free to

learn.
• The speaker calls for a balanced approach that includes both cochlear implants and ASL in educational plans

for deaf children.
• Advocacy for ASL is ongoing, with some states passing laws to ensure deaf children have the right to learn ASL.
• The conversation reflects  broader societal  perceptions of  deafness  and the need for  greater  understanding and

acceptance of deaf culture.

one of the things that I hadn't been exposed to before this was the idea that ASL as a native language would be
preferable  to  a  cochlear  implant  and  I  remember  seeing  a  story  of  parents  who  um didn't  want  to  have  their
baby um or young child have the cochlear implant and I'm gonna be honest when I heard

this  story  at  first  I  I  was  kind  of  angry  why  wouldn't  you  want  your  child  to  be  able  to  hear  and  I  didn't
understand what what would that why would you be doing that and so um for for someone that hears that um
like  myself  help  me  understand  why  it  would  it  would  be  it's  why  it's  complicated  why  it's  a  complicated
question to use these devices and to choose not to use

the most modern technology to try to assist the hearing capability of somebody who's deaf or hard of hearing
there's  a  lot  there  there's  a  lot  of  politics  involved in  that  and so  I'm here  to  say  what  I  have  observed in  my
personal opinion just to make that clear sure ASL saved my life and I am data I'm a real deaf person who grew
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up deaf

and I've I'm 53.75 years old and the accumulation of all my experiences out there I've seen what is best for Deaf
children and what is an audiologists and doctors need to give these options and those include sign language deaf
people are not broken think deaf people don't need to be fixed you know you can't fix a deaf person people are
still of that old way of thinking and they think a cochlear

implant will  solve a hundred percent of these communication problems and breakdowns that's  the old way of
thinking that needs to be pushed aside it's much more important that these kids have the right to choose their
own  identity  and  choose  whether  they  want  a  cochlear  implant  or  not  because  they  need  to  find  their  own
identities  I've  heard  I've  heard  so  many  stories  out  there  that  Cochlear  implants  are  not  always  successful  it
really just depends on the individual there's not a standard

for every person it depends on your level of hearing loss myself I'm completely deaf at 120 decibels in one year
90 in the other cochlear  implant  would not  help me yeah even at  50 decibels  I  wouldn't  be able  to hear  so if
someone wants maybe could gain about 50 hearing maybe there would be a benefit there but it's so important
that  not  to  ignore  ASL  and  make  sure  that  these  kids  have  access  to  that  language  if  they  want  a  cochlear
implant make

sure you don't  neglect  ASL as  a  part  of  their  educational  plan and that  way they have time to  find their  own
identity when they grow up attention and sometimes there might be a little bit of residual hearing after surgery
they'll  damage  any  residual  hearing  during  that  surgery  you  can't  get  that  hearing  back  and  there  are  quite  a
number  of  risks  to  that  cochlear  implant  surgery  I've  met  several  people  who  are  half  paralyzed  in  their  face
after there was a mishap in the cochlear

implant  surgery I  know I  love playing sports  and as  a  kid  I  love to  play to  play sports  a  lot  of  kids  who have
Cochlear implants cannot play sports because they get extreme headaches and sometimes you have to replace it
and clean it  and continue speech therapy and there's  a  lot  of  costs  and emotional  costs  for these kids but sign
language  is  priceless  it's  easy  to  learn  it's  online  you  can  socialize  with  friends  Cochlear  implants  you  know
there's a lot

behind it there's big business and big companies and a lot of manipulation going on of parents and so it costs a
hundred thousand fifty thousand all the insurance companies support it because of the profits so they choose to
ignore and marginalize ASL So today we're still fighting to make sure that there's equal access to ASL for these
deaf kids so these deaf kids can have a choice and build an identity there can there should be a

marriage  between  Cochlear  implants  and  ASL  but  there's  so  much  controversy  in  Sacramento  there's  a  book
there's a program that was focused on Cochlear implants and so it's all this literature for parents about Cochlear
implants in the very end in small print it says ASL and so hey ASL needs to be considered as an equal so we've
had so much controversy so so far I've seen a number of states there's about 22 States who have passed this lead
K law for Deaf
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children  to  have  the  option  to  give  them  the  right  to  learn  ASL  and  so  yes  it's  a  complicated  issue  and  an
emotional issue but hey I'm deaf I'm fine why should I fix myself to fit outside the outside world and struggle
doing that this is who I am and the problem is how the outside world perceives me and how many people are
willing to learn our language and our culture foreign
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